


Sculpted by the relentless flow of the Danube, the Danube
Gorges (Cazanele Dunarii) rise along Romania’s southwestern
frontier as a realm of sublime grandeur. Sheer limestone cliffs,
emerald hills, cave galleries and the river’s sweeping curves frame
a landscape where prehistoric heritage, Dacian myth, Roman
legacy, medieval devotion, and modern achievement converge in
quiet harmony.

Between Eselnita and Plavisevita, the Danube reaches a sublime
crescendo in the Danube Cauldrons, where the river appears to
“boil” between towering limestone walls.

Within Clisura Dunarii and the majestic Big Cauldrons, nature
and history intertwine seamlessly. One may drift beneath towering
canyon walls, trace legends through shadowed caves, and find
stillness in monasteries poised above the waters. It is a place of
rare depth and resonance. Where wild beauty and living tradition
invite both discovery and reflection.




The Danube region of southwestern Romania constitutes one of Europe’s earliest
and most significant centers of stable human settlement. Here, early sedentary
communities transitioned from hunting and gathering to agriculture, organized fishing,
and craft production, supported by the river’'s abundant resources.

Archaeological evidence documents the emergence of social organization, belief
systems, and sustained human-environment interaction within a landscape that
ensured continuity of habitation for millennia and today offers substantial cultural and
educational value. Artifacts discovered throughout the region can be admired today at
the Iron Gates Region Museum and the Mehedinti County Museum.

“The Danube Valley Civilization has brought much light into the history of humanity. It is
historically very distant and perhaps only perceptible as a dim glow — but it is still a light. A
light that westerners should be aware of when working on future models for the European
Union, when cherishing the basic values of Western civilization or when discussing trends
of globalisation."

— Ph.D. Harald Haarmann, The Institute of Archaeomythology

“The Lower Danube valley was one of the most dynamic centers of innovation in prehistoric Europe.”
— Ph.D. David W. Anthony, Hartwick College, New York

“The Gumelnita communities reached an exceptional level of socio-economic development, reflected
in complex settlements, metallurgy, and symbolic expression.”
— Ph.D. Svend Hansen, German Archaeological Institute




THE CULT OF THIE
DANUBIAN RIDERS

Its imagery revolves around the
mounted divine protector (the Danubian
Knight ) a symbol of victory, purification,
and passage between worlds. Known
primarily through votive reliefs
discovered in the former provinces of
Dacia and Moesia, the cult suggests a
salvation-oriented belief system that
offered protection and spiritual
assurance within the dynamic and often
volatile landscape of the Roman
Danubian frontier.

The Cult of the Danubian Riders
was one of the most enigmatic
religious expressions of the Lower
Danube, flourishing between the 2nd
and 4th centuries AD. Practiced
largely by soldiers and Romanized
frontier communities, it was a mystery
cult of initiatory character, fusing
Roman, Eastern, and local spiritual
traditions.




Tabula Traiana — A Roman
commemorative plaque carved into the rock
face of the Danube Gorge on the Serbian
bank, dating to AD 100-103. It marks the
completion of the military road built under
Emperor Trajan during the Dacian Wars and
preserves a Latin inscription honoring the
engineering achievement that enabled
Roman troops to advance through the gorge.

Mraconia Monastery — A Romanian
Orthodox monastery situated in Mraconia
Bay, near the Danube Cauldrons. Originally
attested in the 15th century and later
submerged following the construction of the
lIron Gates dam, the present structure was
rebuilt in the 1990s and is often referred to as
the “Monastery beneath the Waters.”

The statue of Decebalus — The largest rock
sculpture in Europe, carved between 1994
and 2004 on the Romanian bank near
Dubova. Standing approximately 55 meters
high and 25 meters wide, it represents
Decebalus, the last king of Dacia, symbolizing
regional identity and historical continuity
along the Danube.



The Fortress of Severin - stands as a solemn
sentinel of the Danube frontier, erected in the
13th century as a strategic stronghold of the
Hungarian Crown. Raised upon ancient
Roman foundations, it bore witness to
centuries of conflict and shifting empires
along this vital corridor of Europe.

Today, its ruins rise above the river in quiet
testimony to Severin’s strategic and historical
significance.

Trajan’s Bridge Pier - represents one of the
surviving remnants of Trajan’s Bridge, the
monumental structure built in AD 103-105
under Emperor Trajan to ensure safe
passage of Roman troops over the Danube,

thus securing the Roman conquest of Dacia.

Designed by the architect Apollodorus of
Damascus, the bridge was one of the
greatest engineering achievements of the
ancient world.

Tri Kule Fortress - meaning “Three Towers,”
is a 15th-century Danubian fortress built to
guard the river frontier against Ottoman
incursions. Partially submerged after the
creation of the Iron Gates reservoir, its
surviving tower still emerges from the waters
near Svinita, a striking reminder of the
region’s strategic past in medieval border
conflicts.



Saint Ana Monastry rises above Orsova on
Dealul Mosului, overlooking the Danube in
contemplative stillness. Founded in the
interwar period at the initiative of Pamfil
Seicaru, the monastery unites spiritual
devotion with sweeping river panoramas,
offering both a place of prayer and a serene
vantage point over the Iron Gates landscape.

Drobeta Roman Castrum, erected in the early
2nd century under Emperor Trajan, guarded
the northern end of the Danube frontier and
the approach to his monumental bridge. Its
surviving walls, towers, and traces of baths
evoke the high level of Rome’s technology
while its setting near the river anchors the site
within the enduring historical landscape of
the Danube.

Iron Gates | Dam, inaugurated in 1972 near
Drobeta-Turnu Severin, transformed the
once-turbulent stretch of the Iron Gates into
a vast, tranquil reservoir while securing
modern navigation. Its monumental scale,
best admired from panoramic roads and river
cruises, creates a contrasting image between
austere concrete feats of engineering and the
untamed grandeur of the natural backdrop.



Balta Garla Mare, known as the “Garla Mare Delta,” is a restored
Danubian wetland in Mehedinti County shaped by channels, reed
beds, and shallow lakes. Revitalized with the involvement of WWEF-
Romania, the area now supports over 80 species of flora and fauna,
including numerous protected and endangered species. This thriving
micro-delta stands today as a model of ecological restoration and a
prime destination for birdwatching and responsible nature tourism
along the Danube floodplain.

The Ostrov Island is one of the largest islands on the Romanian sector of
the Danube, located near Drobeta-Turnu Severin. Formed through fluvial
sedimentation, the island is characterized by fertile soils, riparian
vegetation, and a rich birdlife, making it significant both agriculturally and
ecologically. Its tranquil landscapes and proximity to the riverbanks offer a
serene natural setting, highlighting the dynamic relationship between the
Danube’s waters and the land they continually shape.

The horses of Ostrov have become a defining symbol of the island’s
untamed beauty. Roaming freely across its the riverbanks, meadows, and
forest edges, these wild herds embody a rare sense of freedom and
continuity, a glimpse of untamed nature in the region. They can often be
observed during boat trips along the Danube or hikes through nearby trails.




Extending across the Danubian counties, the Natura 2000
sites form a vast network of protected landscapes that
safeguard riverine ecosystems, ancient forests, flowering
meadows, and rare species, offering exceptional opportunities
for ecotourism, wildlife observation, and immersive
Interpretive experiences.

Within this remarkable setting lies the Iron Gates Natural Park, one of
Romania’s most impressive protected areas, where the Danube Gorge
unfolds between towering limestone cliffs and extraordinary biodiversity,
shaping a scenery of dramatic grandeur and lasting resonance.

The panoramic Ciucaru Mare Trail further elevates the experience,
qguiding visitors through a very rewarding hike to a breathtaking vista
above the Danube Cauldrons and the surrounding massif, while Domogled
— Cerna Valley National Park stands as a landmark of natural heritage,
renowned for its exceptional biodiversity, profound gorges, thermal
springs, and diverse mountain routes that invite exploration, discovery, and
refined outdoor adventure.



Among the region’s most distinctive natural treasures is the Lilac Forrest in Ponoarele, a floral
reserve unparalleled in Romania, where vast expanses of wild lilac burst into bloom each spring,
transforming the landscape into a sea of violet fragrance and color.

Equally emblematic is the rare Banat Tulip (Tulipa hungarica), a strictly protected species that
clings to the limestone cliffs of the Danube Gorge, its luminous yellow blossoms standing as both a
botanical rarity and a symbol of the area’s unique ecological identity.

Completing this remarkable floral triad is Plenita Peony Reserve, encompassing nearly 50 hectares
of wild Romanian peony, where during peak flowering, dense crimson blooms create an
overwhelming visual spectacle, underscoring the exceptional biodiversity and singular natural
character of these landscapes.



In the villages of Clisura Dunarii, culinary traditions blend Romanian,
Serbian, and Central European influences. Hearty dishes of roasted meats,
cornmeal polenta, homemade cheeses, garden vegetables and of course fish
all reflect a cuisine rooted in self-sufficiency and seasonality. Local sweets,
preserves, and orchard fruits complete the experience, while regional wines
from the sunlit hills of Mehedinti accompany the meal with quiet distinction.

Wine tasting in the Danube Gorges is far more than a sensory indulgence; it
is an elegant immersion into Romania’s enduring viticultural tradition
Esteemed estates such as Corcova Roy & Damboviceanu Winery and
Catleya Wine Estate welcome visitors to discover a harmonious dialogue
between ancestral craft and contemporary refinement. Each tasting becomes
an encounter with the terroir itself, where mineral soils, gentle climatic
influences, and generations of expertise converge to shape wines that
eloquently express the spirit and heritage of the region.

These gastronomic traditions come vividly to life during local
festivals(Treskavat Festival, Festival of The Danubian Villages — Svinita)
and seasonal celebrations, when village squares fill with the aroma of freshly
prepared fish stews, grilled specialties, and traditional pastries. Such
gatherings are not merely festive occasions, but expressions of communal
identity, where recipes are shared across generations and visitors are
welcomed as honored guests at the table.




Baile Herculane

One of the oldest spa resorts in Europe, Baile Herculane traces its
therapeutic tradition back to the Roman era, when its thermal springs
were first harnessed for their curative properties. Nestled in the Cerna
Valley, surrounded by dramatic mountain scenery, the town combines
imperial architecture, mineral-rich waters, and a long-standing
wellness heritage, offering visitors a refined retreat dedicated to health,
relaxation, and historical continuity.

Cascada Bigar

Formerly celebrated as one of Romania’s most picturesque waterfalls,
Bigar Waterfall became renowned for its unique, moss-covered
travertine formation over which water gently veiled in a perfectly
rounded cascade. Although part of the structure collapsed in 2021, the
site remains emblematic of the region’s fragile karst landscapes and
continues to attract visitors drawn to its natural setting within the
Anina Mountains.
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Traseu[ Morilor
de apa
din Rudaria

Parcul Mulinologic Tinutul Morilor de Apa

Located in the village of Eftimie Murgu (Rudaria), this open-air
ethnographic reserve preserves the largest concentration of functional
traditional watermills in Southeastern Europe. Spread along the
Rudaria stream, the wooden mills, some dating back several centuries,
stand as living testimony to rural ingenuity, community cooperation,
and the sustainable use of natural resources, offering an immersive
journey into the region’s vernacular heritage.

Podul lui Dumnezeu

“God’s bridge” is one of the most remarkable natural bridges in
Romania and the only one in the country open to road traffic. Formed
through the collapse of a cave ceiling within a karst system, the
massive limestone arch spans approximately 30 meters in length and
rises about 22 meters above the valley floor. Steeped in local legend
and surrounded by striking geological formations, the site represents a
rare convergence of natural phenomenon, myth, and landscape
spectacle, making it a distinctive attraction within the Mehedinti
Plateau.




The EU Tourism Platform’s 2025
trends analysis highlights that
“interest in slow, local and
community-based tourism
continued to rise,” showing that
travellers increasingly seek
authentic cultural and nature-
oriented experiences.”

Ecotourism and Environmental
Responsibility

The Danube Gorge and its
surrounding areas form an
exemplary ecotourism destination
within Parcul Natural Portile de Fier,
a protected area safeguarding
unique ecosystems and remarkable
geological formations. Through low-
impact activities such as guided
hikes, wildlife observation,
kayacking and interpretive
exploration, visitors engage directly
with rare biodiversity while
cultivating awareness of
environmental stewardship and
sustainable travel practices.

Immersive Thematic Tourism: Cultural
Authenticity and Spiritual Depth

For those drawn to heritage and spirituality,
the region offers meaningful encounters with
historical monasteries, archeaological sites,
museums, significant Dacian vestiges and
vibrant local festivals. Thematic experiences
foster direct interaction with local
communities, the tasting of authentic regional
products, and participation in artistic and
seasonal events, enriching visitors both
culturally and spiritually.

Digital Detox and Reconnection with Nature
The destinations along the route “In the
Footsteps of the Danubian Knights” offer a
genuine respite from technology and urban
rhythm. Natural attractions in the area create
an ideal setting for silence, contemplation, and
reconnection. Here, visitors are encouraged to
set aside digital devices and immerse
themselves in the observation of flora, fauna,
and the ever-changing Danubian scenery,
gaining measurable benefits for mental well-
being and inner balance. According to the
Global Sustainable Tourism Trends 2025,
“Ecotourism takes center stage in 2025,
fulfilling the desire to connect with nature.
Trips to pristine forests, wildlife reserves, or
protected marine areas offer profound
experiences while supporting conservation
and... local communities.”



Discover DUNAVIA, a cultural heritage
route designed to captivate and inspire.
Here, culture, history, nature, and
gastronomy come together in a seamless
and enriching journey along the Danube.
From ancient legacies and spiritual
landmarks to vibrant traditions and
refined local flavors, DUNAVIA delivers
the full experience, waiting to be
discovered.



